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identification of king and father, to which we have already
referred, it is evident that this hostility is in many of its aspects
a displaced form of the hate elements of the CEdipus complex;
the historical, sociological and political bearings of which acquire
in this light, and in the light of the other facts and conside-
rations brought forward in this chapter, a new, and in many
respects an altogether overwhelming, significance.
of the old king, we get both elements of the CEdipus complex in intimate
association, and openly expressed.
(7) Among the prohibitions and conditions to which a king is subject
during his tenure of office, not the least burdensome are those connected
with his sexual life. On the one hand his sexual activities are often restricted,
permitted only under certain circumstances and conditions or even forbidden
altogether; while on the other hand any failure or weakness of sexual power
may be made the reason for his deposition or execution. If the sexual
jealousy, which is such an important constituent of the CEdipus complex,
plays an active part in the attitude habitually adopted towards kings
(especially by those who are likely to become their successors), such
restrictions on the king's sexual activity or such a utilisation of any sexual
failing on his part as an excuse for his deposition or execution are only
what we might expect to find.
In bringing forward these arguments in favour of the operation of the
QEdipus complex in the treatment accorded to kings, we must not of course
shut our eyes to the co-operation of other important motives belonging to
the later and more conscious levels of the mind, such as that emphasised
by Frazer, according to whom the king is regarded as the embodiment of
natural fertility, so that, if he were to become old or enfeebled, Nature (in
virtue of the principles of homoeopathic magic) would suffer from a
corresponding weakness and produce less abundantly; this belief naturally
leading to the desire to kill the king while he is still in his prime, lest in
age or disease he should endanger the sustenance of the community. Such
a motive as this (and perhaps still others) may very well coexist with the
motives connected with the CEdipus complex, in virtue of the psychological
mechanism of over-determination, just as—:as Silberer, Rank, and others
have shown—many myths, legends and neurotic symptoms may give direct
or symbolic expression at the same time to two or more distinct sets of
tendencies.
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